
Music Virtual Learning

 Concert Orchestra
April 23, 2020



Concert Orchestra

Lesson: April 23

Objective/Learning Target:  Students will be able to 
identify key signatures.



Warm-Up



Go back and review!! 

**Review your exercises EVERY DAY this week!! 
● Silent Siren 
● Shakers 
● Sticky Fingers
● Balancing the hand 
● (CHECK YOUR VIBRATO KILLERS!)  



It’s bow time! 
● Review your vibrato motion!
● Try knocking on a wall with your knuckles (palm of your hand facing you)
● Make sure your motion is relaxed!  

Cello/Bass: Watch Ms. 
Ross’ video!

Violin/Viola: Watch 
Ms. Wow’s Video! 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1wmRbXe9eDIGF684jLD_Ep4da9LhtsFnV/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1jDdvnluiZQHAWTckSykLCxjnBfDEFf0b/preview


Bowing on a different string (Shadow Bowing)
● Try shadow bowing while doing vibrato 
● Then play D string, while doing vibrato on your A string 
● (Make sure you can do these steps while doing vibrato with each finger)
●  Try doing vibrato in a rhythm first, then just a natural movement. 

Cello/Bass: Watch Ms. Ross’ 
video!

Violin/Viola: Watch 
Ms. Wow’s Video! 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1uz6RRU8c3kKqbs1aC_tuidVMK-dR-c_N/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/16h1yVX8UBIzrxJp1KmDR0j1jdFY9PpQN/preview


Ready to add the bow!

Cello/Bass: Watch Ms. Ross’ video!

● Slow vibrato motion WITH BOW 
● Try in rhythms (8th, 16th, triplets, etc.) 
● Then try for natural vibrato motion 
● If you are not getting the desired 

result, go back and try your exercises! It 
takes PRACTICE! :) 

Violin/Viola: Watch Ms. 
Wow’s Video! 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/18k1sXfdtQkk4bUBnLC1Q-FOOMx3YgUE8/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1wCJb37jr8HRlsAADBZGuAW7aLZuPPAVy/preview


Vibrato Killers - Bow edition
● Shaky bow 

○ Try using an “invisible instrument” to keep steady bow and consistent vibrato motion 

● “Breaking” wrist 
● Crazy elbow going sideways
● Tense fingers  
● Etc!! 

All watch this 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/16NROOVGw2R7h_lu4_j_axhQfdz_btd11/preview


Vibrato Killers - Bow edition

**If you find that you have 
“something crazy” is 
happening, take a video and 
send it to your orchestra 
teacher! we can help! :) 

All watch this 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1iuCJfjAmB0oAWQU0VQti658F9JP9zuOz/preview


Lesson





● Tell us what sharps or flats are in the scale or 
piece

● Tell us what our finger patterns are for the scale 
or piece



How to Identify Sharp Keys:

Sharps always go in the same order:
F#-C#-G#-D#-A#-E#-B#

If you want to remember the order, here is an acronym:

Fine Concerts Give Delight And Earn Bravos
#      #              #      #          #      #       #



How to Identify Sharp Keys:
1.  Find the last sharp on the right.

2. Go up one ½ step and that is the name of the key!
In this example, F# is the last sharp.  Move up a ½ 

step, and we are in the key of G Major.

Violin Viola Cello/Bass



Practice
Try identifying these sharp keys:



Answer Key:

D Major A Major E Major

 D Major   A Major E Major

 D Major

Major

  A Major E Major



How to Identify Flat Keys:

Flats always go in the same order:
Bb  Eb  Ab  Db  Gb  Cb  Fb

If you want to remember the order, here is an acronym:

Bow Energy And Dynamics Give Concerts Finesse!
  



How to Identify Flat Keys:
1.  Find the second to last flat on the right.  That is 

the name of the key!
The only key you have to remember is that one 

flat is F major.  Shown below:

Violin Viola Cello/Bass



Practice
Try identifying these flat keys:



Answer Key:

 Bb Major Eb Major Ab Major

Bb Major Eb Major Ab Major

Bb Major Eb Major Ab Major



What about No Sharps or Flats?:
No sharps or flats is C Major.  Here is what the key 

signature looks like:

Everything is 
natural since 
there are no 

sharps or flats



Watch this video of how to use the musictheory.net 
website:

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1jMZ3MET8tI2f5Hs_XTBqwVmCKPAZ4xaH/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1jMZ3MET8tI2f5Hs_XTBqwVmCKPAZ4xaH/preview


Let’s Practice!

Click Here:  
https://www.musictheory.net/

exercises/keysig

https://www.musictheory.net/exercises/keysig
https://www.musictheory.net/exercises/keysig


Great Job!  Next week we will learn how to apply our 
key signature knowledge to any scale or piece we 

play!



Review



Sharp Keys:   
1.  Find the last sharp on the right.

2.  Go up one ½ step and that is the name of the 
key!

Flat Keys:
 Find the second to last flat on the right.  That is the 

name of the key!



Additional
Materials



Check out these videos for information 
on key signatures:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MsN_b8u7JIo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MsN_b8u7JIo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmUnahvA8mo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmUnahvA8mo


Self-Assessment



Go back to old 
pieces of music 
we have played 

and see if you can 
identify the key 

signature.


